
 
 
 

 
FUN FACTS 

 
According to the International Snowmobile Manufactures Association 

 

• Snowmobiling is a great family lifestyle. It is an activity that keeps parents and kids together. 
Historically individuals who snowmobile at a young age continue to snowmobile with their parents 
throughout their lives, sharing great experiences as a family. In many winter regions, snowmobiling is 
simply the main form of winter outdoor recreation and in some cases the main method of transportation 
available. 

  
• Snowmobiling is great exercise that brings people outdoors to interact with nature and each other. It is 

an invigorating sport that is great for stress release and good mental health 
.  
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• There are 1.55 million registered snowmobiles in the US 
 

• The average age of a snowmobiler is 43 years old. 
 

• Approximately 75% of all active snowmobilers are male; 25% female 
 

• Snowmobilers are caring neighbors, they raised over $3 million for charity during the 2010-2011 season. 
 

• There are over 225,000 miles of groomed and marked snowmobile trails in North America that have 
been developed by volunteer clubs working with local government and private land owners 

 
• On U.S. National Forest Land, most of the trails used by snowmobiles are on groomed roads used by 

summer recreationists. There are also secondary and seasonal roads within the forests used by 
snowmobilers. These roads are groomed and marked by volunteers who work closely with the local U.S. 
Forest Service staff in maintaining and managing those areas. 

 
• The first attempts at building a vehicle that would move over snow on runners happened over 70 years 

ago. Many dreamed of building a power-driven sled, especially where heavy snowfalls often meant the 
difference between life and death when attempting to transport an ill person to emergency care.  
 

The main reasons people snowmobile, according to a Montana State University study and research conducted 
by Consumer Insights include:  

• To view the scenery 
• To be with friends 
• To get away from usual demands of life. 
• To do something with their family 
• To be close with nature 

 



 

 

GREAT LITTLE STORY 
 
In 1935, a snowmobile was built with skis in front and a sprocket wheel and tracked system in back. It carried 12 people, and 
family doctors, veterinarians, ambulance and taxi drivers were first in line to purchase one. A modified version found a 
market in the logging industry.  
 
It was the late 1950s, with the development of smaller gasoline engines, before the one- or two-passenger lightweight chassis 
snowmobile was marketed - and with it, a new recreational activity was born.  
 
Ten years later, there were dozens of manufacturers producing snowmobiles that sold for a few hundred dollars a piece.  
 
Today, with more than 4 million riders, snowmobiling is a major winter recreational activity and a significant factor in 
increased winter tourism in much of Canada and the snowbelt of the United States.  
 
The history of the "snow machine" is yet to be completed. Today's snowmobile bears little resemblance to earlier models. By 
today's standards, many of the machines of the 60's and 70's are considered antiques. 




